Native Containers

BY JOHN FRIEL

America the Beauti .
—(ontained

A famous bible quote goes,
“A prophet is not without
honor except in his own
country.” Substitute “native
plant” for “prophet,” and
you're pretty close to the
chronic and lamentable
neglect of America’s
indigenous flora by American
gardeners and growers.

In Europe, our natives are
rock stars. At home, they’re like
Rodney Dangerfield: they get
no respect. Even specialists
often focus on their utility, or
on esoteric ephemerals. Native
grasses like andropogon and
schizachyrium are go-to choices
for restoring damaged soils.
Trilliums and trout lilies wow
nature lovers. But in commerce,
the words “pretty” and “native”
are too rarely coupled.

Fortunately for growers, gar-
deners and environmentalists,
there’s a rising tide of aware-
ness that homegrown can also
be beautiful. Natives work as
well in your portable land-
scapes—mixed containers—as
in the garden.

Pamela Straub is the in-
house design diva at Emerald
Coast Growers, a propagator of
ornamental grasses and peren-
nials in Pensacola. Her mixed
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containers, brilliantly incorpo-
rating natives and non-natives,
get raves from visitors to
ECG’s booth at the OFA Short
Course.

“I approach all mixed con-
tainers with a few general ideas:
What is sellable? What culrural-
ly works together? How can 1
use easily available materials in
different ways?” she shares.
“The general effect I have in
mind can be modern, classic or
dramatic. But I'm always trying
to incorporate natives.”

So how can you hit Pamela’s
success? Read on for a few
stars that always shine in con-
tainers; then see the sidebar for
a selection of Pamela’s own
custom-designed recipes.

Perennials

Echinacea almost goes with-
out saying in any discussion of
native plants. Established forms
like Ruby Star work great in
jumbo containers, and the
steady stream of new varieties
entering the trade includes
smaller, heavier-flowering types
like Prairie Splendor suitable
for less massive applications.

Lewisia cotyledon (bitterroot)
epitomizes plants that get more
respect abroad than at home.
In Europe, it’s a dual-purpose
“windowsill-to-garden” plant
for small (4.5-in./12-cm) pots.
Despite its diminutive size (6 to
12 in.), it’s tough, with show-
stopping striped flowers, most-
ly pastels, rising from neat

Lawisia Rainbow Mix

rosettes of semi-succulent
leaves. Sow late in the year; cold
enhances germination.
Alternatively, play it safer with
liners. At trade shows, a flower-
ing tray literally stops traffic in
the aisle.

Lewisia’s namesake, explorer
Captain Meriwether Lewis,
found it growing in scree at high
altitudes. That’s a good cultural
indicator: Water sparingly, and
use well-drained media. Those
characteristics make it a good

candidate to incorporate into
mixed succulent containers, pos-
sibly even for green roofs.

Gaunra lindbeimeri is a relative
newcomer to cultivation beyond
its native Southwest. In perenni-
al borders, the wispy, sprawling
habit of the species make it a
wonderful see-through “scrim”
plant to weave through sturdier
perennials. But those 3-ft. whips
are tough to contain.

Newer selections are bred for

compact size, dense, pot-filling >>>
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black, or multicolored with
wild splashes, shiny silver
patches, or subtle speckles.
Leaves range from nearly
round to broad, dentate and
deeply ruffled.

Phlox is so ubiquitous, we
forget it’s indigenous to the
eastern US. P. panicniata is
called “tall phlox,” but
includes shorter varieties per-

fect for large containers. Laura

i " I can be kept under 3 ft. with a
pinch. Becky Towe is naturally
Gaura lindheimeri Bijou Butterflies short, just 20 to 30 in., and

: , her creamy variegated leaves
habit, and a range of foliage and i : ;
; : ; sustain interest even when the
flower colors. Designers will delight
in Bijou Butterflies (12 in.) and
Passionate Blush and Crimson
Butterflies (each 18 to 24 in.) for

long flowering performance alone or

pink flowers are absent.

Not short enough? The
cheerful spring flowers of P.
sttbulata are notoriously fleet-
L ing, but the soft pine-needle-
in the center of a combo. : ] ; i
_ like foliage remains attractive
How do you say heuchera? : s :

. year-round. Which brings us
Europeans say HOY-ker-uh, not
HYOO-ker-uh, because it’s named
for botanist Johann von Heucher, Grasses

pronounced HOY-ker. By any name,

to ...

In a pot, P. subulata makes Nassella tenuissima’s fine-textured plumes are a graceful sight during breezy days.

Heuchera is a true American genus, a fine understory for Eragrostis

with dozens of species across the elliottii, a blue-green, narrow- Most showy carex species Its short stature, under 24 in.,
- ) 2 g = A -
ine s . i i . planca makes it versatile enough for
e ; bladed grass native to Georgia ¢ imports, like C & ; &
Crosses involving H. villosa, H. andithe Caroliaas: Fluove (Europe and Africa) and C. medium to large containers.
americana and H. sanguinea have pro- buchananii (New Zealand). One Nassella tennissima, (18 to 24

grass” forms graceful mounds
topped with delicate tan flow-

ers in summer. ; : : _
from brilliant chartreuse to inky blades with chartreuse edges. Symposium of the Perennial >>>

duced an amazing assortment of col- exception is C. muskingumensis  in.) formerly Stipa, is really

ors and forms. Foliage may be solid, Oechme, which features green  getting around. Last year’s

BENCHES FROM MIDWEST GROMASTER

Since 1986 Midwest GROmaster,
Inc. has delivered hundreds of bench
installations, from small to multi acre
production facilities, as well as retail
and garden centers.

EBB-FLO® benches are our
primary product, not just a side line.

All benches are made to order to fit
your exact needs.

Midwest GROmaster

We can also furnish or advise you on all w
the plumbing and controls necessary to get your A[ﬂ ES\ EOtiOXi |0?|_660t74
system running. R t. Charles,

Our experience with hundreds of successful 6 Phone: (847)888-3558
installations over 20+ years comes free of charge. Fax:  (630)443-5035
Let us help you achieve your goals! Web:  www.midgro.com
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Plant Association toured numerous gardens
and garden centers, and nassella was every-
where, in containers and/or the landscape.
Deceptively delicate-looking, with fine-tex-
tured plumes dancing in the slightest breeze,

American consumers are highly motivat-
ed to buy American, but don’t hesitate to
mix nationalities as well as forms, colors and
textures, Create your own definition of
“melting pot.” In this nation of immigrants,

%L@@

it tolerates harsh, dry conditions.

Many panicum (Switch grass) varieties
bring cool blues to the landscape, but Ruby
Ribbons ups the ante with wine red blades
that deepen through the growing season. It’s
a bold vertical accent (3 to 4 ft.) for big pots
in full sun.

Horticulture’s Premier Convention
& Marketplace.

Get solutions to keep your
business in the black and
out of the red.

www.ofa.org

614-487-1117
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we may not honor our prophets, but we’re

always ready to pledge allegiance to profits.
GT

Save the Date!

2011 SHORT COURSE

The Business of Color

July 9-12, 2011 * Columbus, Ohio
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Pamela

Straub,

resident design

diva at Emerald

(oast Growers, shares the
secrets behind her show-
stopping combo designs.
Whether natives take center
stage or steal the show ina
supporting role, it’s definite-
ly time to go native!

Panicum virgatum Ruby Ribbons (native),
FEehinae purpurea Ruby Star (native),

Gaura fingheimeri (rimson Butterflies
(nalive), (arex glauca Blue Tinger

)

s a bonts, | think the
he carex offers a nice
l.untra,t_. and is a bit unexpected.”




“This oneis @ more mad-
orn presentation with the

Understated green colar

throughout. Its subjectis / \ |

the contrasting texture: % (% |V o N

The fine biades of the e ey : N A
taposedinext to

The verbena offers another
[eaf texture and adds an
attractive, soft white
flower.”

Carex buchanan Green Twist,
Verbena Snowflurry (native), Ajuga

“Let the shape of the container
Inspire you, This low, round, open
bow! shape has an old-fashioned
feel, | wanted to saturate it with
foliage and small blooms. | used a
more monochromatic approach to
make it a'hit more updated.”

Heliptropiurn ampfexicaute Azure
Skies (native), Perovskia Little Spires

“Very available, miscanthus Gracillimus looks new and
fresh in this mixed container. Mix it up: two fine bladed
grasses, one green and upright, one bronze and castad-
i Wwer color can call attention to more subtle

color: Bright gold rudbeckia flowers help br

fine-bronze foliage of the carex.”

—— = Miscanthus smenss

e %j Gold Bar, Duranta eracta
= = (uban Gold and

— 4._:-—-;"’  Fehinacea purpurea

— Meringue (native)

“Typical combinations use high-contrasting plants, like golds with = ——
reds and purples. | wanted to pair gold and green. The gold foliage Miscanthus sinensis Gracillimus, Carex
flagelifera Toffee Twist, Rudbeckia hirta
Tiger Eve Gold (native), Coreppsis
Moonbeam (native)

of duranta with the aold stripes on the miscanthus. Bright yellow
centers on the echinacea fie In the theme: Again, a monochromatic
stheme suggests a modern look.”
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FLOWERING SHRUBS

Invincibelle Spirit®* Hydrangea

Think Pink

The First Pink ‘Annabelle’!

Our goal is to raise $1 million dollars for breast
cancer research. $1.00 from each Invincibelle Spirit sold is donated to The
Breast Cancer Research Foundation®, We encourage you to donate as well.
BCRF is dedicated to preventing breast cancer and finding a cure in our
lifetime by funding clinical and translational research worldwide.
Visit www.InvincibelleSpirit.net to make a donation.

www.colorchoiceplants.com
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